Proper 20  - Year B
Closest to September 21
Proverbs 31:10-31 

Ps. 1 

or 
Wisdom of Solomon 1:16—2:1,12-22 or Jeremiah 11:18-20

Ps. 54
James 3:13—4:3,7-8a
Mark 9:30-37
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect:  Proper 20
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are place among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Proverbs 
31: 10 - 31 
A capable wife who can find?

   She is far more precious than jewels. 

The heart of her husband trusts in her,

   and he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good, and not harm,

   all the days of her life. 

She seeks wool and flax,

   and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant,

   she brings her food from far away. 

She rises while it is still night

   and provides food for her household

   and tasks for her servant-girls. 

She considers a field and buys it;

   with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 

She girds herself with strength,

   and makes her arms strong. 

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.

   Her lamp does not go out at night. 

She puts her hands to the distaff,

   and her hands hold the spindle. 

She opens her hand to the poor,

   and reaches out her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid for her household when it snows,

   for all her household are clothed in crimson. 

She makes herself coverings;

   her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the city gates,

   taking his seat among the elders of the land. 

She makes linen garments and sells them;

   she supplies the merchant with sashes. 

Strength and dignity are her clothing,

   and she laughs at the time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom,

   and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

She looks well to the ways of her household,

   and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her happy;

   her husband too, and he praises her: 

‘Many women have done excellently,

   but you surpass them all.’ 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,

   but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

Give her a share in the fruit of her hands,

   and let her works praise her in the city gates.
Psalm   
1
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of




the wicked, *

 

nor lingered in the way of sinners,

 

nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2  
Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *

 

and they meditate on his law day and night.

3  
They are like trees planted by streams of water,


bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

 

everything they do shall prosper.

4  
It is not so with the wicked; *

 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5  
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when




judgment comes, *

 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6  
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *

 

but the way of the wicked is doomed.

OR
The Wisdom of Solomon 
1:16—2:1, 12-22

The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death;

considering him a friend, they pined away

and made a covenant with him,

because they are fit to belong to his company. 

For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves,

‘Short and sorrowful is our life,

and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end,

and no one has been known to return from Hades.

‘Let us lie in wait for the righteous man,

because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions;

he reproaches us for sins against the law,

and accuses us of sins against our training. 

He professes to have knowledge of God,

and calls himself a child of the Lord. 

He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 

the very sight of him is a burden to us,

because his manner of life is unlike that of others,

and his ways are strange. 

We are considered by him as something base,

and he avoids our ways as unclean;

he calls the last end of the righteous happy,

and boasts that God is his father. 

Let us see if his words are true,

and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 

for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him,

and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 

Let us test him with insult and torture,

so that we may find out how gentle he is,

and make trial of his forbearance. 

Let us condemn him to a shameful death,

for, according to what he says, he will be protected.’ 

Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray,

for their wickedness blinded them, 

and they did not know the secret purposes of God,

nor hoped for the wages of holiness,

nor discerned the prize for blameless souls;
or

The Book of Jeremiah 
11: 18 - 20
It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.
Psalm   
54
1  
Save me, O God, by your Name; *

 

in your might, defend my cause.

2  
Hear my prayer, O God; *

 

give ear to the words of my mouth.

3  
For the arrogant have risen up against me,


and the ruthless have sought my life, *

 

those who have no regard for God.

4  
Behold, God is my helper; *

 

it is the Lord who sustains my life.

5  
Render evil to those who spy on me; *

 

in your faithfulness, destroy them.

6  
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice *

 

and praise your Name, O LORD, for it is good.

7  
For you have rescued me from every trouble, *

 

and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes. 

The Epistle of James 
3: 13 – 4:3, 7-8a
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.


The Gospel according to Mark
9: 30 - 37
Jesus and his disciples went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.  Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 十 七 主 日 

祝 文    合 時 儀 文   第 二 十 式

主啊，求你幫助我們不為地上的事焦慮，只愛慕天上的萬福；現在，雖然我們處身於瞬息萬變的世間，卻能持守著永遠長存的事物；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們。

箴  言   
31: 10 - 31
才德的婦人誰能得著呢？她的價值遠勝過珍珠。

她丈夫心裡倚靠她，必不缺少利益。

她一生使丈夫有益無損。
她尋找羊羢和麻，甘心用手做工。

她好像商船從遠方運糧來，

未到黎明她就起來，把食物分給家中的人，
將當做的工分派婢女。

她想得田地就買來，用手所得之利，栽種葡萄園。

她以能力束腰，使膀臂有力。

她覺得所經營的有利，她的燈終夜不滅。

她手拿撚線竿，手把紡線車。

她張手賙濟困苦人，伸手幫補窮乏人。

她不因下雪為家裡的人擔心，
因為全家都穿著朱紅衣服。

她為自己製作繡花毯子，
她的衣服是細麻和紫色布做的。

她丈夫在城門口與本地的長老同坐，為眾人所認識。

她做細麻布衣裳出賣，又將腰帶賣與商家。

能力和威儀是她的衣服。她想到日後的景況就喜笑。

她開口就發智慧，她舌上有仁慈的法則。

她觀察家務，並不吃閒飯。

她的兒女起來稱她有福，她的丈夫也稱讚她，

說：“才德的女子很多，惟獨你超過一切！”

艷麗是虛假的，美容是虛浮的，
惟敬畏耶和華的婦女必得稱讚！

願她享受操作所得的；
願她的工作，在城門口榮耀她。
詩   篇 

1
1
不從惡人的計謀，*



不站罪人的道路，



不坐褻慢人的座位，

2
惟喜愛耶和華的律法，*



晝夜思想，這人便為有福!

3
他要像一棵樹栽在溪水旁，


按時候結果子，葉子也不枯乾。*



凡他所作的盡都順利。

4
惡人並不是這樣，*



乃像糠秕被風吹散。

5
因此當審判的時候，惡人必站立不住；*



罪人在義人的會中也是如此。

6
因為耶和華知道義人的道路；*



惡人的道路卻必滅亡。


或
所羅門智訓 
1:16—2:1,12-22
但不敬虔的人因著他們的言行必遭死亡、認死亡為朋友、他們就被滅化為無有。他們與死亡立約、因為他們以為在死亡中有分是合宜的。
不敬虔的人自尋理由、但他們的理由錯謬。他們說：「我們的生命短促、並且愁煩、人到將死的時期沒有補救的方法、也沒有聽說有一個人從墳墓中轉回來。
「我們更應當伏在暗中等候攻擊義人、因為他阻擋我們、十分反對我們的行為。我們犯了律法、他指摘我們。因著違背教規、而作了不名譽的事、他斥責我們。他自許是認識上帝的、自稱他是主的僕人。他斥責我們的觀念。我們一見他就憂愁、因為他的生活與別人不同、他的道路與別人兩樣。他評定我們是假的金幣。他遠避我們的道途、如遠避穢物一般。他稱義人的末日為蒙福。他矜誇上帝是他的父。我們試看他的話是否真實、試看他臨終得什麼結果。假使義人是上帝的兒子、上帝必幫助他、救他脫離強敵的手。我們唯有用侮辱與苦痛的方法試驗他、看他的溫柔與忍耐如何。我們定他受一種羞辱的死刑吧！果真如他所說：「上帝必眷顧他！」」
他們這些設想都是錯誤的。他們因著自己的惡行都成了瞎子。他們不知道上帝的奧秘、不希望得著由正義而來的工資、又不能洞察無過的靈魂所得的賞賜。
或
耶 利 米 書
11: 18 - 20
耶和華指示我，我就知道。你將他們所行的給我指明。我卻像柔順的羊羔被牽到宰殺之地。我並不知道他們設計謀害我說：“我們把樹連果子都滅了吧！將他從活人之地剪除，使他的名不再被記念。”按公義判斷，察驗人肺腑心腸的萬軍之耶和華啊！我卻要見你在他們身上報仇，因我將我的案件向你稟明了。

詩   篇

54
1
上帝啊，求你以你的名救我，*



憑你的大能為我伸冤。

2
上帝啊，求你聽我的禱告，*



留心聽我口中的言語。

3
因為，外人起來攻擊我，


強暴人尋索我的命;*



他們眼中沒有上帝。

4
上帝是幫助我的，*



是扶持我命的。

5
他要報應我仇敵所行的惡;*



求你憑你的誠實滅絕他們。

6
我要把甘心祭獻給你。*



耶和華啊，我要稱讚你的名;這名本為美好。

7
他從一切的急難中把我救出來；*



我的眼睛也看見了我仇敵遭報。

雅 各 書   3: 13 – 4:3, 7-8a
你們中間誰是有智慧、有見識的呢？他就當在智慧的溫柔上顯出他的善行來。你們心裡若懷著苦毒的嫉妒和紛爭，就不可自誇，也不可說謊話抵擋真道。這樣的智慧不是從上頭來的，乃是屬地的，屬情慾的、屬鬼魔的。在何處有嫉妒紛爭，就在何處有擾亂和各樣的壞事。惟獨從上頭來的智慧，先是清潔，後是和平，溫良柔順，滿有憐憫，多結善果，沒有偏見，沒有假冒。並且使人和平的，是用和平所栽種的義果。

你們中間的爭戰、鬥毆，是從哪裡來的呢？不是從你們百體中戰鬥之私慾來的嗎？你們貪戀，還是得不著；你們殺害嫉妒，又鬥毆爭戰，也不能得。你們得不著，是因為你們不求；你們求也得不著，是因為你們妄求，要浪費在你們的宴樂中。
故此，你們要順服上帝。務要抵擋魔鬼，魔鬼就必離開你們逃跑了。你們親近上帝，上帝就必親近你們。

馬 可 福 音   9: 30 - 37
耶穌和門徒離開那地方，經過加利利；耶穌不願意人知道。於是教訓門徒，說：人子將要被交在人手裡，他們要殺害他；被殺以後，過三天他要復活。門徒卻不明白這話，又不敢問他。他們來到迦百農，耶穌在屋裡問門徒說：你們在路上議論的是甚麼？門徒不作聲，因為他們在路上彼此爭論誰為大。耶穌坐下，叫十二個門徒來，說：若有人願意作首先的，他必作眾人末後的，作眾人的用人。於是領過一個小孩子來，叫他站在門徒中間，又抱起他來，對他們說：凡為我名接待一個像這小孩子的，就是接待我；凡接待我的，不是接待我，乃是接待那差我來的。”
